DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 406 574 

AUTHOR 

TITLE 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 
ABSTRACT 

of professionalization: it is on the same level with other studies, such as 
medicine. University education includes not only a specialization in 
technology, but also studies in pedagogy. An essential factor is the close 
connection with the future professional career, achieved by teaching practice 
in parallel with university education. This comprehensive approach to teacher 
training runs the risk, however, that students can later find employment only 
at schools or similar institutions. Employment as an engineer, for example, 
is rendered impossible because design work does not take a central position 
during studies for the teaching profession. There are standards throughout 
the country for university studies for the teaching professions, enabling 
graduates to find positions in any of the states. The teacher training 
program may change, however, as it becomes increasingly necessary to make 
university degrees compatible throughout the European Community. At present, 
it is impossible for graduates of universities in other countries to become 
teachers in Germany because of the state examinations required. (KC) 
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^ 1. General conditions for teacher training 

O 

^ In the Federal Republic of Germany two basic factors determine the principles of teacher 

0 training: on the one hand there is the school system, which reveals an almost identical 

structure throughout the sixteen Federal States, and on the other hand teachers are, since 
they teach at public schools, subject to the civil service status 1 . 

The teacher training scheme generally falls into the two phases of university studies and the 
probation period, during which teachers are candidates for higher civil service after having 
passed their first state examination. 

University studies is concluded with the first state examination, the examination rules 
being set forth by the government of the Federal state in question, in collaboration 
with representatives from universities. These rules have the character of guidelines for 
the university curricula. Universities and their different departments have to take the 
examination rules into account in setting up the curricula for their courses. 

The training during the probation perriod is a tutorial accompanied by teaching 
practice at a school. As a general rule it extends over two years and is concluded by 
the Second State Examination. The responsibility for training and examination rests 
solely with the authority of the state concerned. During the second phase of teacher 
training, the candidate more and more often goes into different classes to actually 
teach. He or she is assisted and given guidance during this phase by an experienced 
tutor as well as the subject teacher and the head of the seminary. 

The Second State Examination comprises a test lesson in the candidate's subjects, a 
scientific paper, and an oral examination. As the probation period has no links with the 
university studies, it will not further be dealt with in the discussion below. 

To be able to coordinate standards of teacher training beyond the boundaries of the 
different states, the university regulations are subject to official framework 2 . What is said 
below for the teacher training in the Federal State of Lower Saxony by analogy also applies 
to the training schedule in the other states. 



2. The school system in Germany 

The close relationship that exists between school system and teacher training, makes it 
expedient to start by briefly explaining the school system. 
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1 With only a few exceptions, the educational system in Germany is a government-run system, for 
which the responsibility rests with the different Federal States, and with the Permanent Conference 
of the Ministers for Education and Culture of the federal German states assuming a co-ordinating 
function. 

2 Educational reform commissions at the Federal level and at the level of the states have prepared 

a co-ordinated framework for the different subjects. These frameworks have the character of a 
recommendation. - 
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The educational system in the Federal Republic of Germany is subdivided into the two 
sectors of general educational and vocational training. 

Having been formed in the course of several hundred years and influenced by 
Humboldt's theory of education, general education aims to provide the cultural 
techniques, but also to equip pupils with an encompassing and broadly-based 
knowledge. It finds its concrete shape in dealing with and developing patterns of 
action that will help develop ones personality and master one's life at present and in 
the future. Providing a basic education it at the same time lays the foundations for 
vocational training. 

Vocational training is to qualify students for a trade or a specific profession. The two 

sectors within the German 
educational system thus have to 
differ in their curricular and 
educational approach. For the 
individual, however, there is no 
hard and fast dividing line 
between the two systems. In this 
connection it should be under- 
lined that general education and 
vocational training are inter- 
dependent and complement one 
another in their aspiration to 
help a young person develop his 
or her own and comprehensive 
personality. 



General education starts with 
kindergarten. After completion 
of the elementary school level 
(and assessment stage 3 ), pupils 
attend either the general secon- 
dary school (Hauptschule), the 
secondary modern school (Real- 
schule), or the high school 
(Gymnasium). At the end of 
general secondary school and 
secondary modern school, stu- 
dents can finish school with the 
secundary level I school leaving certificate (confirming completion of the first level of 
secondary education), which at the same time marks the end of compulsory school 
education. The Gymnasium on the other hand allows pupils to complete the second level in 
secondary, education (Secundary level II), which is terminated by the school leaving 
certificate „ Abitur 1 .' These two certificates represent the entrance qualification for vocational 
training or academic studies. 

The two secondary levels lead over to the broadly-based Sekundarstufe II education and 
training system providing vocational qualification 4 . Its principles include those of the dual 
training (Theuerkauf, Weiner 1993) with the vocational school and trade and industry as 
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Fig. 1: Structure of theieducational system in Germany 
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In some Federal States the elementary level (primary school, years 1 to 4) is followed by the assessment 
stage (school years 5 to 7), in which pupils are allocated to appropriate secondary shools. 

The next higher level following the Sekundarstufe II vocational scheme is the education at the higher 
technical colleges and universities 
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participating factors, as well as the college of technology, the continuation school and the 
vocational gymnasium. 

The courses set up at the university level for the teaching profession 5 take a bearing on the 
objectives and aims of the different types of schools. Courses available are those for 

teachers at elementary/ general secondary schools school years 1-9 

teachers at secondary modern schools school years 5/7-10 

teachers at high schools (Gymnasium) school years 5/7-13 

teachers at vocational schools school years 10 (11) - 13 (14) 

The main difference between courses lies in their length, the subjects to be taken, as well 
as the extent to which basic sciences have to be represented. 



3. The structure of teacher training 

Teacher training is to qualify students for their future professional life. 

University studies taken up by future teachers at schools of general education comprises 

the basic sciences, the special 
sciences and practical expe- 
rience. A minimum of two diffe- 
rent school subjects have to be 
studied. The different elements 
are integrated to form a com- 
prehensive course of studies for 
the teaching profession. 

The basic sciences to be 
studied comprise the science of 
education, paedagogic psycho- 
logy, and, as optional subjects, 
philosophy, sociology and the 
political sciences. The aim of 
these subjects is to impart the 
theoretical basis and the me- 
thods of planning and realizing 
teaching processes. Studies in 
the school subjects chosen fall 
into the scientific and didactic 
aspects of the relevant subject. 
While the scientific component 
aims at the subject-related 
knowledge or the special stu- 
dies, the didactic component 

Fig. 2: Table of subjects and the length of the degrees 6 
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A course of 2 hours per week and semester maintains aoout j 
30- 32 hours (1 hour of a course means 45 minute) ! 




5 Teacher preparation for special schools will not be dealt with here. Above and beyond that some German 
states know the teaching position for Sekundarstufe l ( combining the teaching positions for main and middle 
schools. 

6 The following should be noted: 

- future primary school teachers have to inscribe for lectures for first-grader teaching 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



4 



